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Claim Status 

Claims 32-40 are pending. Claims 1-31 have been cancelled. Claims 32-40 are rejected 
as detailed below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 32 and 34-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicant's Admitted Prior Art (hereafter AAPA) in view of US Pat No 6,366,907 issued to 
Fanning et al (hereafter Fanning). 
Claims 32 and 35-39: 

AAPA discloses: 

a data recording area in which a lead-in area and a volume space are allocated in advance 
[Fig 13, 108], 

wherein an advanced VAT structure area is allocated in the volume space [Fig 13, 122], 
advanced VAT information for managing a relationship between virtual addresses each 
indicating an address in a virtual address space and logical addresses each indicating an address 
in a logical address space is recorded in the advanced VAT structure area [paragraph 20] 

AAPA discloses the elements of the claimed invention as noted above but does not 
disclose a file structure which is indispensable for searching all files recorded in the information 
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recording medium is assigned to at least one of the virtual addresses. Fanning discloses a file 
structure which is indispensable for searching all files recorded in the information recording 
medium is assigned to at least one of the virtual addresses [col 9, lines 1-25]. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify AAPA to 
include a file structure which is indispensable for searching all files recorded in the information 
recording medium is assigned to at least one of the virtual addresses as taught by Fanning for the 
purpose of searching fro a plurality of different types of data objects [Fanning, abstract]. 
Claim 34: 

The combination of AAPA and Fanning discloses the elements of claim 32 as noted 
above and furthermore discloses wherein the advanced VAT structure area is allocated at an end 
of an accessible area [AAPA, Fig 13, 130]. 

Claims 33 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of AAPA and Fanning and further in view of US Pat No 4,922,415 issued to 
Hemdal (hereafter Hemdal). 
Claim 33: 

The combination of AAPA and Fanning discloses the elements of claim 32 as noted 
above but does not disclose wherein the basic structure information includes a file set descriptor 
and a file entry of a root directory; and the advanced VAT information includes a first VAT 
entry for assigning a logical address of the file set descriptor to a virtual address 0, and a second 
VAT entry for assigning a logical address of the file entry of the root directory to a virtual 
address 1. Hemdal discloses a virtual address of 0 and a virtual address of 1 [Fig 20, col 24, line 
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7 and col 24, line 30]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the above combination of references to include wherein the 
basic structure information includes a file set descriptor and a file entry of a root directory; and 
the advanced VAT information includes a first VAT entry for assigning a logical address of the 
file set descriptor to a virtual address 0, and a second VAT entry for assigning a logical address 
of the file entry of the root directory to a virtual address 1 based on the teaching of Hemdal for 
the purpose of commencing entries in a table at a logical starting point. 
Claim 40: 

The combination of AAPA and Fanning discloses the elements of claim 39 as noted 
above but does not disclose wherein the basic structure information includes a file set descriptor 
and a file entry of a root directory; and the advanced VAT information includes a first VAT 
entry for assigning a logical address of the file set descriptor to a virtual address 0, and a second 
VAT entry for assigning a logical address of the file entry of the root directory to a virtual 
address 1 . Hemdal discloses a virtual address of 0 and a virtual address of 1 [Fig 20, col 24, line 
7 and col 24, line 30]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the above combination of references to include wherein the 
basic structure information includes a file set descriptor and a file entry of a root directory; and 
the advanced VAT information includes a first VAT entry for assigning a logical address of the 
file set descriptor to a virtual address 0, and a second VAT entry for assigning a logical address 
of the file entry of the root directory to a virtual address 1 based on the teaching of Hemdal for 
the purpose of commencing entries in a table at a logical starting point. 
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Response to Arguments 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 32-40 have been considered and found 
partially persuasive but are now moot in view of the new ground(sJ of rejection. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Etienne P. LeRoux whose telephone number is (571) 272-4022. 
The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday between 8:00 am and 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on (571) 272-4023. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Contact Information 



Etienne LeRoux 



1/31/2006 




